Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

Three rails were rolled on each occasion, and a
part of one of them was cut off and sent to the
meeting, where it naturally attracted muchatten-
tion. By 1890 more than 19,000,000 tons of
steel rails had been rolled in this country,
practically all of them from Bessemer steel. In
1916, which, as you all know, was not a good
year for the rail business, the output was
2,854,518 tons. Of this production in 1916,
2,269,600 tons were rolled from open-hearth
steel, showing the great development of that
process during the intervening years.

Although Mr. Durfee deserves the honor of
having built the first successful Bessemer con-
verter in this country, the steel made in it was
actually an infringement on the Bessemer pat-
ents, which were then in dispute. These patents
were afterward bought by the firm of Winslow,
Griswold and Holley, who built the first com-
mercial plant for making Bessemer steel at Troy,
Mr. Holley helped to develop the original con-
verter at Wyandotte until it was on a commercial
basis. He later assisted in the building of a
plant at the Cambria Iron Works and next
built the Bessemer plant at the Pennsylvania
Steel Works, which was erected and operated
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